DESCRIPTION OF A NEW SPECIES OF FRUIT BAT, PTEROPUS 
ALDABRENSIS, FROM ALDABRA ISLAND. 

nr 

Frederick W. True, 

Curator of the Department of Alamma/s. 

Among’ the mammals recently collected by Dr. \V. L. Abbott, in the 
islands north of Madagascar, are two s})eeiinens of an interesting species 
of rteropusj apparently nndescribed, from Aldabra Island. This species 
is peculiar in having the orbits completely encircled by bone, and the 
(‘olor of the back and hairy parts of the extremities light yellow-gray. 

The two specimens here described are both males. One was collected 
September 20, 1892^ and the other October 5, 1892. 

Pteropus aldabrensis, sp. iiov. 

Ears long, acnte, nearly naked. Fur dense and soft; that of the un- 
der surfaces and rninj) wavy. Fur of the back about 20mm. long, nearly 
straight, directed backward and api>resscd. Interfemoral membrane 
very narrow in the center and, concealed by the fur. The fur extends 
on the upper sides of the tibia nearly to thetai^sus, and there are a few 
hairs on the tarsus and metatarsus and at the base of the claws. On 
the under side the fur is confined to the i^roximal half (or less) of the 
tibia. Ui>per sides of humerus and proximal half of the forearm clothed 
with appressed fur; a naked area on the elbow. On the under side of 
the humerus the fur extends thickly almost to the elbow. The under 
surface of the praduachinm is clothed nearly to the line of the middle 
of the forearm. On the endopatagium a band of hair, having the widtii 
of the pricbrachium, extends from the sides of the body to the elbow, 
and is continued (growing gradually narrower) to the carpus. The in- 
terfemoral membrane is clothed above and below about to a line joining 
the centers of the tibia\ The posterior margin of the endopatagium is 
sparsely clothed with hairs. 

]\luzzle, lower jaw, and throat dusky brown. Head and cheeks pale 
yellow. ]Srai)e, shoulders, sides of neck, and breast bright ferruginous. 
Abdomen ocher-yellow, shading gradually into the ferruginous color of 
the breast anteriorly. Back and extremities gray-buff, tinged with fer- 
ruginous on the humerus and tibia. Sides of tlie body below the Avings 
chocolate-brown, which color also extends to the fur on the under side 
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of tlio wind's l)o1ow tiic !uinu‘nis, the liiiirs have inoiv nr h‘ss 

y(*llowish-l)i*o\vii tips 

Tlie liiiirs ottlie ('rnwii (»f the head are very pale jadlnw at the base*, 
with darker tii>s. Tliosc* of the fernm’iiions (*oIlar are (‘hoeolate-browii 
at tlie base, (^\ecl)t ovea* tlu^ slionldia'-iilands, wh(‘re they are ferrugi- 
nous tlirouiihoiit. .Vll the hairs of tlu‘ abihaneii ai (‘ grayisli-browu at 
tlie bases, ])alc about 1h(‘ pubis, and dark<‘r anteriorly. 

The majority oftlu^ hairs of tlie back are pale ^ray at the base, with 
buff extremities; min.i;l(Ml with tlumi are fewia- dark-brown hairs. 

Skull. — M uzzle narrow. Oi'bits eonpileted behind by the union ol 
the post-orbital lU’oeess with the zyRomatie areli. Tjiper ineisors close 
together, the out(‘r jiair nearly as large as the inner pair. Lower in- 
cisors (i’owded, the out(‘r]>air resting against the (‘anines and the inner 
l»aii’ against these. The inner pair have about one-half the diameter ot‘ 
the outer pair, and are so placed that one-half their mass is external to 
a line joining the anterior surfaces of the outer pair. First ujiiier tire- 
molar deciduous. 
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*Tliesc incasiirciueiits are from llie dry skins. Dr. Aliholt <;ive.s I lie followiiijj; (limeiisions for 1 he 
Same si>eeimeiis wlieii fn sli : 



Measurements. 2ui»S4 201)S."> 

Lciiolli h in. I iU in. 

JCxiiaiise 39 iu. 40^ in. 



DimnisioHs of ihe skull. 



Measurements. 



liasi cranial len;ith 

ICml of jialale to jmst. hasi* nl iiH'isors 

Dreadtli ol' ]>alate between inner maruiiis of lirsl molars 

Extremity of nasals to anli-rior mm yin of oi bil 

(Ireatest diamct< rol orbit 

(Ireat(*st y-yyomatii' lueadth 

Length ol' penultimate uiiper molar 

l..ength of last np]HU* molar 
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